Prospector' s Hall to host new acting troupe
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 It started with a small group of well-intentioned “idiots.”  

Now Foy Tootle, and fellow co-founding members of the local acting troupe known as The Village Idiots Players, will spin off in a new direction as The Green Mountain Theatre Company (GMTC).  

With the new, more serious name will come a wider range of performances from the crew that originally endeared themselves to The Crimson Moon crowds with wacky one-act comedies last summer.  

We really wanted to do things besides crazy ... comedy.” said Tootle. “We figured the Village Idiots was just too silly a name for a serious troupe.” 

However, King Lear will have to wait as the group will be performing a trio of the Idiot's “greatest hits” to jump-start their new company and a new local venue as well. 

The metal-roofed building on Jim Pruitt Road that once served as the R & R Auction House has recently been renamed Prospector's Hall by new owner Fred Ridsdale.
According to Ridsdale, he is looking to head in a new direction with the venue by offering repeat GMTC productions and the occasional concert.  As he works to retool the building, the GMTC are rehearsing for Woody Allen's “Death Knocks,” Evan Smith's “Obnoxious Dogs,” and David Ives' “A Sure Thing.”  

On differing nights the plays will feature the local acting talents of Judson Wright, Hailey Fowler, Gabe Russo, Matt Peck, Jennifer Gay, Justin Dudkiewcz and Anna Sharpe. Tootle and Dudkiewcz will direct.  

In between performances the bluegrass sounds of Uncle Daddy will ring throughout the hall as the local band takes to the stage. 

Those guys are great,” added Tootle.  

A production of “The Lion in the Winter” will follow next month for the actors of GMTC. And they're looking for local members to join their team.  We want as many people to participate as possible,” said Tootle.  
